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We do support the abolition of special deals for 
private schools.  The federal funding should be 
about additional funding for those that need it 
most.  Providing the same amount of funding for 
a child at a private school in Sydney and a child 
in very remote parts of the Territory is hardly fair.
Our children need the full original Gonski 1.0 in 
the Northern Territory!  Nothing less.

Equity is NOT about all students receiving 
equal. 

A core part of the COGSO function is to provide 
Governance, Finance and Industrial Relations 
Training to School Representative Bodies.  Please 
book your training, if you have not already done 
so.
An informed Representative Body makes the 
best decisions for the children in their school.   
Governance training empowers the people in 
the Representative Body and will ensure the best 
outcomes for their children.  Contact us on 8999 
3255 or enquiries@ntcogso.org.au

Have a fun and safe mid-year break with your 
family and friends.

Tabby Fudge
President

I hope you and your children have had a 
great term two and are celebrating your 
child’s growth, achievements and successes 
over semester one.
A good working partnership between school 
and home is essential for a child to achieve 
to their potential.  Involving yourself in your 
child’s education by reading together, 
cooking together, writing out shopping lists, 
helping at the school with sports, excursions 
etc is a great way to show your child that 
you value education.

COGSO continues to advocate for Federal 
Government to fund the ‘Full Gonski 1.0’ for 
our children.  
Gonski 1.0 was a needs-based funding 
model developed after the independent 
Gonski Review warned too many children 
were missing out due to a lack of resources. 
Needs-based funding was calculated for 
each school student, with additional loading 
for disadvantaged students.

At this point in time the Turnbull Government 
has moved away from a truly student needs 
based funding formula and is working with 
a reduced funding amount than originally 
promised.    Parents have been asking if 
Gonski 2.0 is a further review on education 
funding by the federal government.  Gonski 
2.0 is NOT about funding. (We already 
have those calculations – from when Gonski 
1.0 was calculated).

David Gonski has now been asked to 
advise the Commonwealth (Gonski 2.0) on 
how schools should use federal funding. This 
review will not be available until December 
2017 for implementation in 2018. States 
and Territories will have to agree to 
adopt the teaching & learning strategies 
recommended to receive federal funding.
COGSO maintains the Commonwealth’s 
role should be largely non-directive. 
Territorians closest to the daily happenings 
in our schools know what is in our student’s 
best interests.
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HORSES FOR 
COURSES

Raising Awareness for 
Equity of Access to 
Education for kids living 
in the bush.

Did you know that 
there are 287 isolated 
students currently being 
educated throughout 
Katherine & Alice 
Schools of the Air and 
NT School of Distance 
Education?

You can join Tiani and 
Tash on their ride, bring 
your horse & come join in 
the fun...camping under 
the stars! Congratulate 
Tiani & Tash in person at 
the arrival celebrations 
will be held at Fred’s Pass 
Sport & Rec Reserve, 
Tuesday 18 July from 
6pm.  

WHEN: 6pm 18th July
WHERE: Lake View 
Hall, Freds Pass, Darwin

More event details:
www.horsesforcourses.net.
au

COGSO President’s 

Message



in the school have the capacity to 
support the children developing their 
digital literacy and technology skills. 
This year the students will compete in 
the RoboCup Dance competition with 
other schools across Darwin as part of 
the program.

Recently, the school has also 
reintroduced after school care, 
partnering with Camp Australia to 
ensure our families are able to access 
a quality program and provider for their 
children.

The school boasts a culturally rich 
school community and is proud of how 
inclusive and supportive our students, 
teachers and community are. We 
welcome everyone to come along to 
our 50th Birthday Community Day 
Celebrations on June 17, 10.00 am – 
1.00 pm and see for yourself what a 
wonderful place Ludmilla Primary is.

Ludmilla Primary School is celebrating 50 
years of providing a quality education 
to the children of Darwin. It is a much-
loved school with many Darwin residents 
spending part of their school years at 
the school.

Recently it was announced that Ludmilla 
Primary would receive 6 million dollars to 
upgrade existing buildings and demolish 
several of the older flood prone buildings. 
This is stage 1 and 2 of the schools 
Master Plan. Providing students with 
purpose built classrooms and innovative 
flexible new learning spaces.

Ludmilla Primary has also implemented 
several new programs to ensure the 
school is meeting the needs of its 
community and preparing their students 
for a bright future.

The creation of the Ludmilla Early 
Education Precinct (LEEP) catering for 
0-7 years. Integrating the Abercedarian 
Approach, an evidence based successful 
curriculum. LEEP provides up to 15 hours 
of Families as First Teachers Playgroups 
(FaFT). It also offers a Three Year Old 
Kindy as part of its transition program 
to Preschool. Part of our upgrade will 
include a brand new state of the art 
Preschool and FaFT centre.

Another change has been the 
implementation of STEAM at Ludmilla 
Primary an educational approach to 
learning that uses Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics 
as access points for guiding student 
inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking. 
The school has a specialist Art Teacher, 
Music Teacher and a systematic robotics 
program for children from Year 1 – 6. 
The teachers work closely with a Digital 
Technology coach to ensure all teachers 

Ludmilla Primary will 
receive 6 million dollars to
upgrade existing buildings...

What’s New at Ludmilla Primary?

THE REVITALISATION OF 

LUDMILLA PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Smiling Mind Program 
presentations in the 
Northern Territory

WHAT IS SMILING MIND?
Smiling Mind is a unique web and 
app-based program developed by 
psychologists and educators to help 
bring balance to peoples lives.

SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY
Smiling Mind exists to help build mental 
health and wellbeing, using positive and 
innovative tools that are accessible to all.

We’ve found that for children 
younger than 7 (the starting 
point for Smiling Mind) a little 
mindfulness audio clip from 
“Sitting Still Like a Frog” is 
working effectively in our early 
years’ classrooms.

Cheryl Edward 
School Counsellor (former)
Katherine Remote Region

Just as people practice daily 
dental hygiene by brushing their 
teeth, mindfulness meditation 
is a form of brain hygiene – it 
cleans out and strengthens the 
synaptic connections in the 
brain.

- Dan Siegel

1 in 5 
Australians

Suffer from a mental 
illness. In one given 
year, 1 in 2 will 
experience mental 
illness in their lifetime.

1 in 4 
Secondary 
Students
Suffer from a mental 
illness

1 in 7 
Primary 
Students

Suffer from a mental 
illness

75%
of people with mental 

illness has its onset 
before the age of 24

Why is Smiling 

Mind Important?



STUDENT OUTCOMES 
AFTER PARTICIPATING IN 
THE PROGRAM TEACHER OUTCOMES 

AFTER PARTICIPATING 
IN THE PROGRAMIMPROVED MENTAL 

HEALTH
Student sleep, wellbeing, 
ability to manage emotions, 
concentration, and school 
behaviour significantly 
improved.

IMPROVED MENTAL 
HEALTH
Teacher sleep, wellbeing, 
distress, ability to manage, 
describe and accept emotions, 
tension and mindfulness all 
improved.REDUCTIONS IN 

BULLYING AND 
CLASSROOM
Students reported significant 
reductions in bullying and 
disruptive behaviour in the 
classroom.

IMPROVED 
CONCENTRATION AND 
SLEEP
Teachers reported significant 
improvements in their
concentration and the 
quality of their sleep after 
participating in the program.

STUDENTS AT-RISK 
BENEFITED THE MOST
Students who experienced 
higher levels of emotional 
distress before participating 
in the program showed the 
biggest improvements as a 
result of the program.

MOTION PASSED AT THE 
COGSO AGM & NT FULL 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON SATURDAY, 12TH 
NOVEMBER

That the government commit 
to implementing the evidence-
based Smiling Mind program 
(under their 2017 $8M 
behavioural management 
allocation) at the start of 
2017 to all schools in the 
Northern Territory in line with 
the Department of Education’s 
Strategic Plan that every child 
is a successful learner.
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“I thought the 
Smiling Mind program 

was really beneficial for me 
because it calmed me down 
and helped me to relax and 

concentrate”.  

- Student, Year 7

Reproduced with permission from www.smilingmind.com.au 5
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Ntaria School students set off on the 
trip of a lifetime as they travelled by 
horseback on a seven  day journey to ride 
in the Alice Springs ANZAC Parade on 
Tuesday 25 April.

The 127 kilometre ‘Arrarnta Tribe Ride 
for Pride’ from Hermannsburg to Alice 
Springs saw students acknowledge 
the role of Indigenous people in the 
Australian defence forces and the Central 
Desert brumbies used by the Light Horse 
Infantry during the first World War.

The Ntaria ANZAC ride contributes to the 
learning and assessment for Vocational 
Education and Training pathways in Rural 
Operations, Agriculture and Tourism. 
Lead Trainer and Manager of the 
project Chris Barr said that 36 students 
who participated in the 2017 journey, 
the biggest group since the program’s 
inception in 2015.

“Ntaria School has used horses since 
2013 as a key strategy to increase 
student engagement in learning,” Mr 
Barr said.

“The outcomes of this program speak 
for themselves; this year we’ve had 90% 
attendance for our students involved in 
this program.

“Students get a sense of pride and self-
confidence being involved, particularly 
when they see their efforts recognised 
by their families and the broader 
community.”

“This has become a whole of community 
event; it is something our students, 
families and school community cherish 
for a long time.”

Ntaria School principal Cath Greene 

said the ‘Arrarnta Tribe Ride for Pride’ 
is an anticipated annual event for the 
students and school community.

“This program is so important for our 
students, it brings the whole community 
together and celebrates our Indigenous 
servicemen past and present,” Ms Greene 
said. It is a collaboration between 
Western Arrarnta family leaders, the 
Ntaria School and the Australian Light 
Horse Association.

PHOTO CREDIT: Taren Williams

Little J & Big Cuz, the first animated 
kids show to feature Indigenous 
Australians, has arrived along with free 
resources mapped to the Australian 
Curriculum to support Early Years (F-
2) educators in including Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and 
cultures in their teaching and learning 
programs.

The Little J & Big Cuz education 
resources’ F-2 framework concentrates 
on embedding Indigenous knowledge, 
understanding and skills within the 
teaching and learning content of 
each episode module, which is 
structured by a 5Es inquiry model and 
linked to learning in the Humanities, 
science, mathematics, arts, health and 
wellbeing, language and literacy.

Visit the Little J & Big Cuz website for 
free access to:
• All 13 episodes free on demand
• Educator resources for each 

episode
• Four online games
•  Interactive story book app

www.littlejandbigcuz.com.au

THE FIRST ANIMATED

KIDS SHOW TO 

FEATURE INDIGENOUS 

AUSTRALIANS AND 

THEIR CULTURE!

NTARIA STUDENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGE INDIGENOUS 

SERVICEMEN – PAST AND PRESENT
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EDUCATION 

CONTINUES TO 

BE A HIGH PRIORITY
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF

EXECUTIVE, DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION

In May, the Northern Territory and 
Commonwealth Governments released 
their annual budgets. It is pleasing to see 
that for both governments, education 
continues to be a high priority. Our 
focus continues to be on ensuring that 
every student has access to high quality 
education and is funded on an equitable 
model based on student need. 

We are taking the time to analyse the 
finer details of the federal funding 
agreement and how it will impact on 
delivering education in the NT. This will 
include meeting with officers from the 
Commonwealth Government to seek 
further clarification around the conditions 
of the agreement. 

The Commonwealth Government has 
made a funding calculator publicly 
available. To ensure that you are clear on 
how the funding allocation works in the 
NT, it is important to share with you, in a 
very basic sense, the different elements 
that we will need to consider to ensure 
that education funding is delivered 
equitably in the Northern Territory. An 
update on the impact of the funding 
we receive from the Commonwealth 
Government and what it means for 
schools will be communicated once 
we have greater certainity around the 
agreement and its conditions.

This term, Year 3, 5, 7, and 9 cohorts 
participated in NAPLAN, a valuable 
indicator of student progress in literacy 
and numeracy. To continue to grow the 
capability of students in the Northern 
Territory, I would like to thank COGSO 
informing their members of the NAPLAN 
dates and also thank the families 
for supporting their children as they 
participated in the 2017 NAPLAN 
testing. 

Individual student results will be made 
available to parents and carers from 
August 2017, school data will also be 
delivered to schools in August along 
with the national summary results being 
released. The full national report will be 
released in December with school results 
made publicly available on MySchool in 
March 2018.

In mid-May, the Minister for Education 
announced that the Northern Territory’s 
transition to NAPLAN Online will be 
postponed until 2019. This means 
that all schools in the NT will be fully 
implementing NAPLAN Online in 
May 2019 instead of May 2018. The 
decision to move the NAPLAN Online 
implementation to 2019, is a result 
of a number of considerations. By 
delaying implementation to 2019, the 
NT can benefit from the knowledge and 
experience of the states and territories 
testing in 2018 and will ensure the online 
testing platform has been thoroughly 
trialled.  Particular concern for the NT 
concerns the trialling of the cache server 
for schools with no and low bandwidth 
capacity.

Vikki Baylis
Chief Executive 
Department of 
Education

 

Planning for your child’s future? Plan for a Good Education!

Public Education: Best Value, Best Results, Best Choice!

NT GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS CONSISTENTLY OUTPERFORM 
NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS WITH YEAR 12 RESULTS



One Voice for Territory Public Education
COGSO encourages continual improvement in the provision of quality educational 

outcomes for all students in public education.

Contact COGSO on 8999 3255 or email enquiries@ntcogso.org.au

COGSO continues to meet with 
Northern Territory Education 
Minister Eva Lawler every month.
At our last meeting we highlighted 
the ramifications for Territory 
students from the recent federal 
budget announcement.

The federal government needs 
to invest more into this country’s 

Our April meeting with Northern 
Territory Federal Senator and 
Minister for Indigenous Affairs, 
Nigel Scullion on hearing loss 
and the impacts on Territory 
students.

most disadvantaged students if 
they are ever to have a chance 
at a proper student needs based 
education.

The cost of delivering education, 
where 50% of students live in 
very remote locations, should 
be a high priority for the federal 
government.

We look forward with renewed 
focus and passion in working with 
the Senator and NT Education 
Minister, Eva Lawler in securing 
a future for our kids with hearing 
loss.

WE MEET WITH EVA LAWLER

WE MEET WITH NIGEL SCULLION

Highlighting; teacher 
membership on school 
councils and boards, 

indigenous hearing loss and 
mindfulness in education with 

Smiling Minds.

AEU in APRIL
ALICE SPRINGS


